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1 The first Global Burden of Disease was 
commissioned from the World Bank in 1990 to 
report on the relative weight of premature 
mortality and disability brought about by 
different diseases, injuries and risk factors. 
 
2 Disability figures are much higher amongst 

people between 80 and 89, the fastest-growing 

age group at the global level, with an annual 

increase of 3.9%, and it is calculated it will 

reach 20% of the world population over 60 in 

2050. See tables 2.2 and 2.3 of the World Report 

on Disability (World Health Organisation and 

the World Bank, 2011) p. 35.. 

3 The EDF has taken its figures from various 
Eurostat and Eurobarometer documents. 
 

4 The Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities and its Optional Protocol was 

adopted on 13 December 2006 at the United 

Nations Headquarters in New York, and was 

opened for signature on 30 March 2007. There 

were 82 signatories to the Convention, 44 

signatories to the Optional Protocol, and 1 

ratification of the Convention. This is the 

highest number of signatories in history to a UN 

Convention on its opening day. It is the first 

comprehensive human rights treaty of the 21st 

century and is the first human rights convention 

to be open for signature by regional integration 

organisations. The Convention entered into force 

on 3 May 2008. 

5 See: Various Authors (2002), Libro blanco 
del diseño para todos en la universidad, p. 
45. 
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